BRITANNIA

RULES THE WAVES

A seafaring nation with a great naval heritage - from
transport and trade to pleasure and performance - the
British boatbuilding industry has commanded respect for
five centuries. And, as the desire for skilled craftsmanship and
boating for pleasure continues to grow, Emma Johnson
meets some of the major players of the waves.

Cockwells

“Believe me, my young
[friend, there is nothin
-absolutely nothing -half so
much worth doing as simply
messing about in boats.
Simply messing,” he went
on dreamily.”




“Our location on the Thames
is so tmportant to our identity
as we are very much a gateway
into the beautiful reaches, hotels
and restaurants of the middle
Thames,” says Freebody™
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the car industry,” says Pool.

method of hand-layirg hulls i§'0

into newer techniques and are install
technology into the boats to enhance use

_ This approach can clearly be seen in Hunton’s cl

XRS43, a design that has withstood the test of time an
remains one of itggbestsellers. ) :
Anditis this 6utlook overall which is increasingly seeing
British brands at the forefront of the market. At Fairline
Yachtsinew ménufacturing site at Hythe, Southampton
Water, on the south coast, due to open this summer, work
isgfr{derway to create a modern space that can cope with
building boats over 601t long. Founded in the mid-sixities,
Fairlixig’s first laynph':’évas the Fairline 19, a delicate river
cruiser which blended handcrafted techniques with the
latest. GRP beat construction practises of the time. From

" here, it has d'eve‘fgped its offering immeasurably, and its

L #&litionary Targa 63 GTO — with éxtended cockpit

options and yast o door space - isgestament to Fairling’s
ow globaF¢lient base. ltsfdecision in 2016 to collaborate
ith celebrated Italiandesigner Alberto Maneini and
ch ﬁa'\'}__a’l "a_\rch_itéc;ts_;"\/ﬁlpa;k, as well as the move to
Seuthampion, has been seen as a beld gesture
its name-to a global market:
the Southampton'site is

ion of .
ussell Currie,
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models from the dainty Sovereign 20 and Sports
23, to its now renowned, flagship 155 Yacht. Today
the brand is a world leader, employing over 2,000
highly skilled designers, engineers and master
craftsmen at its Poole headquarters, exporting
around 140 yachts a year to more than 45 countries.
Still proudly based in south west England,
and launched in 1965, Princess Yachts is one
Britain’s most well-known and innovative British
boatbuilders, and its yachts are some of the most
technically-advanced in the world. In 2017, it won

" a Motor Boat Award for ‘Sportscruisers over 45ft’

for its much-celebrated V58 Open yacht, which
judges said was “adruly intoxicating mix of style,

" sophistication and speed, with a party boat deck

layout.”

A year before, its Princess 36M won-a
Superyacht Awards for its contemporary yet
ageless interior. Judges found “a high quality of
construction and excellent technical, service and
crew areas. A well-balanced yacht indeed”

Of course, when it comes to boats, balance is
quite literally essential. And treading the fine line
between wooden, hand-crafted beauties, whose
gentle lines and quintessential approach conjure
up a real sense of heritage, and sea-conquering
super vessels, complete with space-defying modern
technology, takes real skill. Crucially though,
whether party yacht or pleasure boat, the true
essence of being on the water, of messing about in
boats has not been lost from British boatbuilding.

As Richard Freebody says: “Being born and
bred here in the Thames Valley, I would say that
from a relaxation point of view, there is unlikely
to be anywhere better on a summer's day than
gently cruising along the river and exploring the
many idyllic backwaters in a beautiful launch.” He
certainly paints a tranquil scene — of a beautifully-
crafted, wooden vessel, puttering quietly along the
smooth waters, sunlight glinting from the riverbank,
and a sense of calm in the air. Indeed, perhaps old
Ratty was right, there simply is nothing better in life
than messing about in boats. []
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